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ST. MARY THE MOTHER OF GOD

%ong all the saints of the Church, St. Mary occupies a preeminent position. This prominence
is the consequence of her role as the Mother of God (Theotokos), a title that was underscored by the
Ecumenical Council of Ephesus (A.D. 431) and firmly establishing it in the spirituality of the Church. St.
Mary thus appears not only as the person who was favored to bear the Son of God, but because of
her acquiescence to God'’s offer, she represents the pinnacle of synergy, the process by which human
beings cooperate with God for the advancement of the salvific plan. Thus, she represents the reversal
of the fatal fall of Eve in the Garden of Eden, and so is also given the designation “the second Eve!’ In the
iconographic tradition of the Church, St. Mary is usually presented as holding in her arms the child Jesus.
Similarly, in the hymns which focus on St. Mary, she is asked to intercede to her Son, affirming the biblical
principle that there is only one Mediator between God the Father and humankind. The Church teaches
that there is only one person, Jesus Christ, who has been exempt from the taint of humankind’s sin. The
Orthodox Church neither believe in the immaculate conception of St. Mary, nor her special mediatory
role alongside Jesus Christ in the salvation of humankind. “For, behold, henceforth all generations will
call me blessed” (Lk. 1:48).
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Glory be to God!

et us praise the name of God Almighty for all the blessings He has showered upon us throughout the past
year. A souvenir is a snap shot of time. A seven-year growth is a proud milestone for our church; we have faced
problems, overcome challenges, and grown in different ways. This is a proud moment for each member of St.
Mary’s Malankara Orthodox Church Houston.

These past couple of years have been marked with uncertainties and seeming impossibilities. However,
led by His hand and with the prayers of His faithful people, the impossible broke down into possibilities.
The unceasing efforts of the building committee, executive committee, vicars, and parish members have
enabled us to acquire this present property, as well as the required funds and other arrangements necessary
to convert this building to our present-day sanctuary.

Fundraising has been key in such an endeavor, and we were able to maintain the amount required for the
down payment and the initial expense through various projects. The commemorative souvenir is a reflection
of a great seven years of this church’s journey. | am sincerely grateful to each and everyone who has supported
this effort.

The souvenir is a culmination of several meetings, emails, phone calls, fundraisers, and hard work of all of
our church members. Let me also take this opportunity to express my appreciation and humble gratitude to
the souvenir, consecration, building, and executive committees who have supported me on this venture. A
special thanks to “The Family Calls 4 Souvenir” group created by the ladies of our church.

| thank all the venerable bishops and priests, church members, and advertisers who have blessed and
supported this souvenir filled with new thoughts, messages, articles, and poems.

As we celebrate the consecration of St. Mary’s Malankara Orthodox Church, Houston, we have humbly tried
to convey the soul of the parish in a snapshot since 2010. Celebration is not only a time of recollecting the
past achievements, but also a time to build upon those achievements and move beyond our comfort.

| submit this souvenir with humble gratitude and sincere thanks to God Almighty to bless our new church
so that several members of our community can find a place to worship and come close to Jesus Christ and
prepare for his second coming; just like our bridegrooms who stand with oil-filled lamps.

God Bless,

Paul Yohannan



The Nicene Creed

GZ{Je believe in one true God (Rom. 3:29-31, 1 Cor. 8:4-6, Eph. 4:6, Heb. 11:6)
The Father Almighty (1 Cor. 8:6, Rev. 1:8)

Maker of heaven and earth (Gen. Ch. 1&2, Ex. 20:11)

and of all things visible and invisible (Jer. 32:17. Col. 1:16)

And in the one Lord (Acts 10:36) Jesus (Matt. 1:21) Christ (John 4:25-26),

the only-begotten Son of God (John 1:14),

begotten of the Father before all worlds (1 John 4:9),

Light of Light, very God of very God (John 1:4, 5:18, 12:35-37, 1 John 1:5-7),

begotten, not made (John 8:58),

being of the same substance with the Father (John 0:30);

and by whom all things were made (John 1:3);

+ who for us men and for our salvation (Mat 1:21) came down from heaven (John 3:31),
+ and was incarnate of the Holy Virgin Mary, Mother of God (Luke 2:6),

by the Holy Ghost (Luke 1:35), and became man (John 1:14);

+ and was crucified for us (Mark. 15:25) in the days of Pontius Pilate (Matt. 27:22-26);
and suffered, and died, and was buried (Matt 27:50-60);

And the third day rose again (Matt 28:6) according to His will (1 Cor. 15:4),

and ascended into heaven (Luke 24:51), and sat on the right side of the Father (Mark 16:19);
and shall come again in His great glory (Matt. 25:31),

to judge both the quick and the dead (2 Tim. 4:1);

whose kingdom shall have no end (Luke 1:33);

And in the one living Holy Spirit (John 14:26),

the life-giving Lord of all (Is. 6:8, Acts 28:25, Rom. 8:2, 2 Cor, 3:6, 17&18),

who proceeds from the Father (John 15:26):

and who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified (Rev. 4:8),
who spoke by the Prophets and Apostles (2 Peter 1:21);

And in the One (John 10:16), Holy (Eph 5:26,27, 2 Peter 2:5&9),

Catholic (Rom. 10:18 “Catholic’ means universal or comprehensive, as well as “relating to the ancient
undivided Christian church”) and Apostolic (Eph. 2:20) Church;

and we acknowledge one Baptism (Eph. 4:5) for the remission of sins (Acts 2:38),
and look forward to the resurrection of the dead (Rom 6:5),

and the new life in the world to come (Mat. 25:34., Rev. 21:1-7). Amen.



ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST

@God, You raised up St. John the Baptist to prepare a perfect people for Christ. Fill Your people with
the joy of possessing His grace, and direct the minds of all the faithful in the way of peace and salvation.

Grant that as St. John was martyred for truth and justice, so we may energetically profess our Faith in

You, and lead others to the Way, the Truth, and Eternal Life.
Amen.



ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE

§t. Thomas was one of the twelve Apostles of Jesus Christ. He was also called Didymos, which mean
‘twin’ because of the paired fingers of his hand. The Bible portrays him as a man of bravery and of strong
attachment to his Teacher. Jesus made the revelation that‘I'm the way, the truth and the life’ (St. John 14:6)
as an answer to a question of St. Thomas. After resurrection, when Jesus appeared before his apostles, St.
Thomas was not present there. When his colleagues told him later that they saw Jesus, he was reluctant to
believe that. He declared that “unless | see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails
were, and put my hand into his side, | will not believe it” (St. John 20:26). It was his earnest desire to see
his resurrected Master. Jesus granted this wish with an appearance again before the group in which St.
Thomas was also present. Jesus invited him to put his fingers on his wounds and get convinced. In the
ecstasy of that moment, St. Thomas addressed Jesus “My Lord and My God” - a basic creed of Christian
faith. The tradition is that when St. Thomas put his paired fingers in Jesus’wounds those paired fingers got
separated and that the other apostles kissed his hand, which touched the resurrected Jesus Christ. The
Christian practice of kissing the hands of bishops and priests originated from this. Christianity in India was
founded by Saint Thomas the Apostle, during his ministry from 52 AD - 72 AD.
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HIS HOLINESS BASELIOS MARTHOMA PAULOSE I1

Catholicos of the East and the Supreme Head of the
Indian Orthodox Church
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LATE LAMENTED HIS GRACE MATHEWS MAR
BARNABAS

Diocesan Metropolitan of the American Diocese



HIS GRACE ALEXIOS MAR EUSEBIUS

Metropolitan of South West American Diocese




HIS GRACE DRZACHARIAH MAR NICHOLOVOS

Metropolitan of Northeast American Diocese



Rev. Fr. John Geevarghese
September 2010 - Jauary 2011



Rev. Fr. Joshua George
January 2011 - June 30, 2014



Rev. Fr. P. M. Cheriyan

July 01, 2014 - Present
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From the Vicar,

Rev. Fr. Joshua (Binoy) George
&
Members of 4
St. Mary's Orthodox Church of India < | : 4

1080 West Jackson Road ~ Carrollton, Texas 75006
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Rev. Fr. P. M. Cheriyan

Vicar
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Ican doallthings through CHRISTWHO strengthens me. Philippian 4:13.
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CATHOLICATE PALACE, KOTTAYAM-686 038, KERALA, INDIA

BASELIOS MARTHOMA PAULOSE I
Catholicos of The Apostolic Throne of St. Thomas and
Malankara Metropolitan

We are immensely happy in knowing about the completion of the new church building for our St. Mary’s Malankara
Orthodox Church, Houston, Texas. We lift up our heart with praise and glory to the Almighty Lord for His Divine Providence.

Heaven meets the earth during our church worship, especially during Holy Qurbana. According to Paul the Apostle, we
ourselves become the Church and the building blocks of it in Christ our Lord and Saviour. As each block is linked to other
to form a house, the members of the Church should be cemented with love in Christ to build the Spiritual House of Lord.
We exhort all of you to be filled with its Divine Love and prayerful co-operation among the members. These form the
foundation to a spiritually strong parish.

On this solemn occasion of the consecration of your parish building, we remind all of you to develop our spirituality, deep
rooted in the faith and traditions of our Church. This is indeed an opportunity for a re-dedication of the whole parish and
in that land for laying the strong foundation for a Church centered spirituality. Our new generation should be trained in
the tradition and faith of our Church. Always remember that we have to be the torch bearers of our great faith in that area
and your true Christian witness should become a perfect model for meaningful Christian life.

We appreciate all those who are associated with both the construction of the church building and the souvenir which is
being published to commemorate this great event in the history of that parish. Our sincere greetings and best wishes for
this noble endeavour.

God bless you,

\_L'-_.JD a&ﬂ@i

Baselios Marthoma Paulose Il




of the Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church
2158 ROUTE 106 « MUTTONTOWN « NEW YORK 11791

Telephone (718) 470 9844 - Fax (718) 470 9219
www.neamericandiocese.org
+ NortheastAmericanDiocese@gmail.com

Zachariah Mar Nicholovos,
Diocesan Metropolitan

Blessings to our dear Reverend Father P. M. Cheriyan, and the faithful of Saint Mary’s Orthodox Church of Houston, Texas!

Dea rly beloved,

We offer thanksgiving to God, and share our great joy at the publication of a souvenir in connection with the consecration
of your new church. We wish to commend the prayerful leadership of the Vicar, the Reverend Father P. M. Cheriyan, and
the sincere dedication of the parishioners in making this dream come true. Father Cheriyan is a dear son of the Holy
Church, and has always excelled in the sacred tasks the Church has entrusted to him.

It is important to remember that the purchase of a new church building, and consecrating it as a dwelling place of God,
speaks of your own pursuit of a life in holiness. As the Holy Chrism is imprinted onto the walls of the Church, the Holy Spirit
also is invoked upon the people, as they are called to become living Temples of the Holy Spirit.

May the consecration of this Church, invite members of the local community to this same path of holiness. Under the
leadership of the Vicar, we encourage you to become active in the local community, and spread this precious faith we hold
so fear. May this newly consecrated Temple become a beacon of light, hope, and salvation for the good people of Sugar
Land, Texas.

Yours in our Lord,

Mol T,

Zachariah Nicholovos, Metropolitan




MALANKARA ORTHODOX SYRIAN CHURCH
DIOCESE OF SOUTH - WEST AMERICA

Urshlem

3101 Hopkins Road. Beasley, TX 77417, USA
Office : (281) 403 - 0670

Fax:(281) 459 - 0814

website : www.ds-wa.org

email : mareusebius@ds-wa.org

Alexios Mar Eusebius Metropolitan

Blessings to the Vicar Rev. Fr. PM. Cherian, Rev. Fr. John Geevarghese, Managing Committee, Building Committee, Souvenir
Committee and all the faithful of St. Mary's Orthodox Church, Houston,

Dearly Beloved,

It gives us great pleasure to see that the St. Mary’s Orthodox Church, Houston accomplished a long cherished dream
of having a church facility of our own. | have personally known the struggles and difficulties you have undergone from
its inception. The Lord has heard your prayers by the intercession of St. Mary as we have achieved this dream by the
completion and consecration of a beautiful Church.

| congratulate the Vicar, senior priest Rev. Fr. John Geevarghese, the former Vicar Rev. Fr. Joshua George, the different
committees and all the faithful, for this achievement. The consecration of a Church in our Orthodox faith is a very elaborate
and impressive one. St. John in His Gospel reminds us:“Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers
will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. God is spirit, and his
worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth” (St. John 4:23-24). Let this remind us that it is the responsibility of the
members of the parish to always maintain an environment for worship that is in the Holy Spirit and in Truth.

This church building is a result of your unity and hard work. We pray to God Almighty for heavenly blessings upon all who
have generously contributed towards this project. We extend our warm wishes and blessings on this blessed occasion and
pray that this commemorative souvenir helps us reflect upon and remember this great milestone in the life of your parish.

May the intercession of St. Mary, the patron saint of the parish, be a stronghold for us all.
Your Shepherd in Christ,

CH b1 b

Metropolitan Alexios Mar Eusebius




MALANKARA ORTHODOX SYRIAN CHURC
DIOCESE OF KANDANAD WEST

Prasadam Centre

Kolenchery P. 0., 682 311, Ernakulam, Kerala, India
Ph:0484 - 2760286

Mob: +91 - 9447213999

Fax : 0484 - 2763025

email : mseverios@gmail.com

Dr. Mathews Mar Severios Metropolitan

Blessings to Rev.Fr.P.M Cherian,Vicar, and all members of the St.Mary’s Orthodox Church,Houston.

We are very glad to know that the consecration of your newly built church will take place on 21st & 22nd of July 2017.
We appreciate the dedicated work all of you have offered for this glorious event. Our Malankara Orthodox Church join
with you all in rejoicing at this memorable occasion. Every newly built church adds one more precious stone on her crown.
Every place of worship dedicated to The Holy Trinity glorifies and illuminate the human effort for manifesting His Holy
Name. When we start our common prayer in the name of the Holy Trinity we dedicate our whole personality to the glory
of God. We,the temple of God, worshiping in the Temple of God, the Holy Church in which we are members through our
Baptism.

As we are consecrated , sealed, set apart and anointed as the temple of God in this world to glorify His name by Baptism
and Holy Myron our newly built church building will become The Temple of God by consecrating with the Holy Myron. As
we are built as a spiritual house and holy priesthood to offer spiritual sacrifice in the Temple of God we have to become
rededicated and reconsecrated everyday as well as on the day of the rededication of our newly built church.

Our challenges in this world to be real witness to Christ is multi faced .This modern world of multimedia, electronic
developments, orbital explorations and scientific innovations as well as poverty and terrorism force us to meet with their
challenges. We cannot be indifferent to the emerging new facets of the discoveries and settings of the world in the new
solar systems. We have to accept them and to address their challenges raised against the Christian faith even. Nothing in
the created world can be exempted from our Christian mission. A meaningful, active participating and sincere response
the world expects from us.

Let us hope and pray that our newly consecrated St.Mary’s Orthodox Church of Houston may become a genuine venue
for all our missionary activities in this world of imperfections to transform it according to the Will of the Holy and Glorious
Trinity.

Mathews Mar Severios
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MALANKARA ORTHODOX SYRIAN CHURCH
DIOCESE OF SOUTH-WEST AMERICA
ST. MARY'S ORTHODOX CHURCH OF INDIA,

DALLAS
1080 West Jackson Road - Carrollton, Texas 75006

Fr. Joshua (Binoy) George

Vicar & President

Glory be to God!

tis with profound joy and heartfelt gratitude to God Almighty that | extend my humble prayers and congratulations to
the beloved Vicar and parishioners of St. Mary’s Malankara Orthodox Church, Houston on your newly acquired church
building. Former Indian President, the late Dr. A. P. J. Abdul Kalam said, “Dream is not that which you see while sleeping, it
is something that does not let you sleep” (Wings of Fire: An Autobiography). By God's grace and the intercession of patron
saint, St. Mary, the Holy Mother of God, your dream of having your own, permanent worship facility has now become a
reality through vigorous commitment, positive enthusiasm and fervent prayers. May the magnificent song of St. Mary
narrated in St. Luke 1:49 truly become your praise of thanksgiving: “for He who is mighty has done great things for me,
and holy is His name!”

As a servant of God who served the parish for 3.5 years during its infancy stage, I've seen and witnessed the many
challenges and limitations encountered in the rented, small spaces since the inception of the parish. Nonetheless, | also
saw much potential, long-term vision, and endless efforts of its members for a fitting, adequate place for worship. There is
absolutely no doubt that the parish has grown over the years, and it is quite impressive and appreciative that each one of
you toiled persistently and prayerfully towards fruition. Your generous financial gifts, personal and professional sacrifices,
innumerable hours of personal time and talent, along with the prayerful support of individuals outside the parish, have
certainly played an essential role in purchasing, renovating and transforming the building into a temple of God. | truly
rejoice with you as you celebrate God's love and faithfulness towards the St. Mary's Church community during the most
auspicious occasion of your parish consecration. May the faithful members continue to ascend the ladder of spirituality
through ceaseless worship, genuine fellowship and unconditional love. Moreover, may the work of the people in this
newly sanctified church building bring honor and glory to God always! Once again, congratulations on your marvelous
accomplishment!

Best wishes & prayers,
= Geome

-- \J'
Father Joshua George (Binoy Achen)




CITY OF SUGAR LAND

Office of the Mayor

Joe R. Zimmerman Mayor

St. Mary’s Malankara Orthodox Church
9915 Belknap Road
Sugar Land, Texas 77498

On behalf of the City of Sugar Land, please offer my warmest regards to those celebrating the new parish of St. Mary’s
Malankara Orthodox Church on July 21-22, 2017. It is an exciting event for the Christian ministry and | am very proud
of the citizens organizing this event and | know that a great deal of planning and hard work was required to make this
celebration successful.

It is people like you that make the Sugar Land area a great community for its citizens. Please accept my best wishes for
continued success in the future.

Very truly yours,

Joe R. Zimmerman
Mayor

2700 Town Center Blvd. North e P.O.Box 110 e Sugar Land, TX 77487 -0220 ¢ 281-275-2710 e Fax 281-275-2721



Congress of the Anited States

House of Representatives
Washington, DE 20515

Sugar Land Office, 1650 Highway 6
Suite 150, Sugar Land, TX 77478

Pete Olson
Congressman

To the congregation of St. Mary’s Malankara Orthodox Church,

| want to extend my sincerest congratulations for the consecration of your newest church here in Sugar Land. Your
growth as a congregation points to a thriving community, even in the midst of changing locations. It is an honor to live in
a country where families and friends come together to celebrate their love for God and for each other. | commend all of
the parishioners of St. Mary’s Malankara Orthodox Church and welcome everyone to Sugar Land.

Thank you for your gracious invitation to relay my thoughts, and congratulations once again on your new home.
Respectfully

Congressman Pete Olson”



GOVERNMENT OF KERALA

Tel: (0471) 2333812 & 2333682 Fax : (0471)
2333489 email : chiefminister@kerala.gov.in
website : www.keralacm.gov.in

Pinarayi Vijayan Secretariat
Chief Minister Thiruvananthapuram - 695 001
No. 814/Press/CMO/17.

St.Mary’s Malankara Orthodox Church
Houston,
9915 Belknap Rd, Sugar Land, TX 77478

am happy to learn that the St. Mary’s Malankara Orthodox Church, Houston is bringing out a Souvenir in connection
with the Holy Consecration Ceremony of the Church.

| extend my good wishes to the souvenir and all those who are associated with this.

Lo -

P“i_narayi Vijayan
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“The Key to Home loans”

&- SHECURE
MORTGAGE COMPANY

The Key to
Home loans

Helping families and
individuals meet their
housing goals for over
15 years

4502 Riverstone Bivd #1404
Missouri City, Tx/_@?"459

713-589-5800 Ext 2
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Inter-religious Relations:

a Gandhian
Perspec tive

We live in a fast globalizing world. Civilizations and cultures
are encountering one another as never before in human
history. In fact, they are destined to do so. Encounters can
be positive or negative. We, human beings, as creators and
creation of our culture and civilization, are the ones who
determine the nature and course of such encounters. So,
the choice we make at this historical juncture is really crucial
in deciding the future of humanity. As is clear to all of us,
there are various theories and paradigms, on the encounter
of civilizations. Huntington’s clash of civilizations theory had
been discussed and debated at length. It is not my intent
here to add to that debate. What | want to do is to point out
that civilizations can encounter peacefully i.e., creatively
rather than clash violently and destructively. And there can
be a win-win result to it rather than a lose-lose or win-lose
one. Gandhi had developed a model for such an encounter
in his attempt to create a healthy way for the major religions
of the world to encounter one another. Gandhi called this
Sarvadharma samabhav or equality of religions. This talk
proposed to present this Gandhian concept as a desirable
paradigm for a creative encounter between religions.

Gandhi considered himself to be a religious person. He

was born in a family with a strong tradition of a religious
devotion and therefore it may be said that he inherited his
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religiosity. Gandhi’s house was a kind of rendezvous of
religious people of different religions, as his father invited
them to talk about the basic principles of their religions.
Thus Gandhi grew up in a atmosphere of inter- religious
dialogue and encounter, which not only kindled his
intellectual and spiritual curiosity but inculcated in him a
deep sense of toleration and respect for all religions. Later
in life he made religion the main subject of his study. He
studied reverentially the scriptures of the major religions
of the world- Christianity, Islam, Jainism, Buddhism and the
Parsi faith along with those of his own religion, Hinduism.
It must be mentioned here that Gandhi’s study of world
religions was not academic but existential; his objective was
not gaining an intellectual understanding of the principles
of those religions; what he tried to do was to assimilate
their moral and spiritual principles and synthesise them in
to his own religiosity.

A word about what Gandhi really meant by religion may
be in order at this point. By religion Gandhi did not mean
customary or sectarian religion, but the Religion than
underlay all religions and which brought us face to face
with our maker. Gandhi wrote: “It means a belief in the
ordered moral governance of the universe....... Thisreligion
transcends Hinduism, Islam, and Christianity etc. It does
not supersede them. It harmonizes them and gives them
reality.(Young India,March17, 1927). For Gandhi, there was
no religion higher than truth and righteousness (N.K Bose,
(ed) Selections from Gandhi, 1957, P.254) and he identified
one’s religiosity or religious spirit as that “permanent
element in human nature which counts no cost too great
in order to find full expression and which leaves the soul
utterly restless until it has found itself, known its Maker and
appreciated the true correspondence between the Maker
and itself” (Y.I, May 12, 1920). Gandhi also believed and
stated repeatedly that the spirit of one’s religion should
pervade all her/his activities. “Religion which takes no
count of practical affairs and doesn’t help solve them, is
no religion’, he said (Y. I., May 7, 1925). Gandhi considered
all his activities to be a practical application of his religious
convictions and faith. He said that even his politics were
derived from his religion. He wrote: “politics benefits of
religion are absolute dirt, ever to be shunned. Politics
concern nations and that which concerns the welfare
of nations must be one of the concerns of a man who is
religiously inclined, in other words, a seeker after God and
Truth...... Therefore, in politics also we have to establish
the Kingdom of Heaven!(Y.., June 18, 1925) Gandhi
considered morality to be the essence of religions and
stated that true religion and true morality are inseparably
bound up with each other. He wrote: “as soon as we lose
our moral basis, we cease to be religious. There is no such
thing as religion overriding morality. Man, for instance
cannot be untruthful, cruel and incontinent and clam to
have God on his side”. (Y.I., Nov.24, 1921)

Gandhi’s Religion was a synthesis of the best in all major

religions. To a question; “would you say, then, that your
religion is a synthesis of all religions?” , he answered,
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“yes, if you will”. But he hastened to add that he would
call that synthesis his Hinduism, and for a true Christian,
that synthesis was Christianity and for a Muslim that was
Islam. (Harijan, March 3, 1937). After a reverential study of
the major world religions Gandhi came to the conclusion
that all religions were fundamentally equal. (Harijan,
Nov.28, 1936) He understood that all religions arose as
answers to the fundamental and perennial human quest
for the meaning and purpose of existence. In common
religious parlance it is said that they seek the same God
and proceed from the same God. For Gandhi, as religions
sought the same Truth, there was truth in all of them. But
as religions came down to us through the instrumentality
of human beings, in spite of the fact that they were God-
given, they shared the inevitable imperfections that go
with the human instrument. So, all religions have some
error in them, argued Gandhi. As all religions were true yet
imperfect, the question of comparative merit or superiority
did not arise. All religions were equal and therefore, there
was no need or justification for changing one’s religion
and getting converted to another. As the ultimate goal
of all religions was to guide the believer or the faithful to
his deliverance it was possible to attempt it through the
religion into which one was born. So if what you seek is
salvation or deliverance there is no need to change your
religion, argued Gandhi. He rejected the claim of any
religion to be superior to the others and also the practice
of pro- selytisation as totally unjustified and unwarranted.

The question naturally comes up: If God is one, and belief
in one God is the corner-stone of all religions why are there
many religions instead of one religion- the Religion that
Gandhi claimed to be his? Gandhi answered this question
thus: “belief in one God is the corner-stone of all religions.
But | do not foresee a time when there would be only one
religion on earth in practice. In theory, since there is one
God, there can be only one religion. But in practice, no two
persons | have known have had the same and identical
conception of God. Therefore, there will, perhaps, always
be different religions answering to different temperaments
and climatic conditions."[Harijan, Feb.2, 1934]. People in
various parts of the world conceived and organized their
own religions because they were necessary for the people
to whom they were revealed. But Gandhi proceeded to
add that he could foresee a time when “people belonging
to different faiths will have the same regard for other faiths
that they have for their own. | think that we have to find
unity in diversity........... We are all children of one and the
same God and therefore, absolutely equal.” [Ibid.]

As all religions owe their original inspiration to one and
the same God, all religions were fundamentally equal,
according to Gandhi. He, therefore, believed in the
essential truths of all religions of the world and insisted
that we respect others religions as we respect our own. He
also pointed out that “if we are to respect others’ religions
as we would have them to respect our own, a friendly study
of the world’s religions is a sacred duty”(Y.l,, Sep. 2, 1926).
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So Gandhi called upon every one of us to do a reverential and sympathetic study of the scriptures of other religions. He
said that it was the duty of every cultured man and woman to do so. Such a study, he believed, would certainly create an
atmosphere of mutual understanding, sympathy and respect.

In this context Gandhi introduced another significant idea concerning inter religious encounter. We know and admit that
there are certain ideas and practices in all religions that are not universally acceptable. Some of them are found to be even
repugnant to human reason and morality. Gandhi’s idea relates to the right of a person to point out and criticize such
defects. Gandhi drew a fine but crucial distinction between one’s right to criticise one’s own religion and other religions.
While it was the right and perhaps even the duty of a person to point out the defects in one’s own religion with a view
to purity it and improve it, his duty in terms of other religions must be of unreserved reverence. The responsibility of
pointing out and correcting the defects in other religions must be left to the followers of those religions. One must try to
set one’s own house in order rather than attempting to set the others’right. Let charity begin at home. Gandhi wrote: “But
it is no business of mine to criticize the scripture of other faiths or point out their defects. It is and should be, however, my
privilege to proclaim and practice the truths that may be in them. | may not, therefore, criticize or condemn the things in
the Koran or the life of the Prophet that | cannot understand....” (Harijan, March 13, 1937) The advice of Gandhi is to do
a reverential study of the scriptures of other faiths with a view to imbibing what is good in them so that we may better
ourselves as a true believer of our own faith and thus make it better and nobler.

Sarvadharma samabhava or equality of religions was not merely a theoretical proposition for Gandhi. For him it was a vow,
an observance and an act of faith. He practised it assiduously in his life and thus obliterated the demarcating line between
religions. Gandhi showed us how to live a creative religious life which, in fact, was a translation of the spirit of sarvadharma
samabava or equality of religions into demonstrable practice. The significance of this way of living one’s faith in the multi-
religious context of the contemporary world cannot be overemphasized

| would like to conclude by quoting Gandhi: “The need of the moment is not one religion but mutual respect and tolerance
of the devotees of different religions. We want to reach not the dead level but unity in diversity. Any attempt to root out
traditions, effects of heredity, climate and other surroundings is not only bound to fail but is a sacrilege. The soul of
religion is one but it is encased in a multitude of forms. The latter will persist to the end of time. Wise men will ignore the
outward crust and see the same soul living under a variety of crusts”. (Young India, Sept. 25, 1925)

An objective examination of this approach would convince one that it can provide a useful frame work for a healthy and
mutually enriching encounter of religions.

[* This is the revised version of the talk delivered on September 22, 2007 at the International Inter-Cultural Forum known
as “Monterrey Forum 2007, held in Monterrey, Mexico, in September, 2007.]

Prof. Dr. M.P,.Mathai is presently Adjunct Professor of Gandhian Philosophy, at Gujarat Vidyapith, Ahmedabad, (the
University founded by Mahatma Gandhi) and Editor of Gandhi Marg, (Research Journal of Gandhi Peace Foundation, New
Delhi). He is former Principal, St. Peter’s College, Kolenchery, and former Professor and Director of the School of Gandhian
Thought and Development Studies, Mahatma Gandhi University, Kottayam. He is also former Dean of Gandhi Research
Foundation, Jalgaon, Maharashtra.

Prof. Mathai is a member of the Managing Committee of our Church.
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LUNCH BUFFET

Everyday our chefs prepare a fantastic feast that includes
everything from appetizer to dessert. This includes exotic

curries, succulent tandoori meats, long grain basmati rice,
imaginative vegetarian dishes along with salads, chutnies,
and fresh baked naan, truly a meal fit for an emperor.

LUNCH BUFFET 7 DAYS A WEEK & FINE DINING

RICE VILLAGE
2514 Times Blvd.
Houston, TX - 77005
Tel: 713-523-7453

—— e —_— —_—

IN DIAN RESTAURANT

www.shivarestaurant.com

Catering needs, Contact: Vijay (Abraham Mathew) Call: 832-419-7448
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CONCERNING WORSHIP TOWARDS THE
EAST EXPOSITION OF THE ORTHODOX
FAITH by St. John of Damascus,

Facing East is an ancient tradition, grounded in sure
knowledge about the Second Coming, first told us
by the Lord, and then repeated by an angel after the
disciples had just seen the Lord ascend into heaven:
“For as the lightning comes from the east and shines
as far as the west, so will be the coming of the Son of
Man” (Matthew 24:27)

“...Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into
heaven? This same Jesus, which is taken up from you
into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have
seen him go into heaven!” (Acts 1:11)

We believe that our Lord ascended on the Mount of

Olives, and when He comes back, He will come on a
cloud from the East. Therefore, we face East when we

pray.

There are other important biblical references to the
East.

The following is a NON-comprehensive list.
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The wise men saw signs of the imminent birth of Christ
from the East:

“Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the
days of Herod the king, behold, there came wise men from
the east to Jerusalem, Saying, Where is he that is born King
of the Jews? for we have seen his star in the east, and are
come to worship him.” (Mat 2:1-2)

Ezekiel saw the “glory of the Lord” when facing East:

“And the glory of the Lord came into the house, by the way
of the gate looking eastward:” (Ezekiel 43:4)

The Jews faced Eastward during their worship:

“And if the prince should prepare as a thanksgiving a
whole-burnt-peace-offering to the Lord, and should open
for himself the gate looking eastward, and offer his whole-
burnt-offering, and his peace-offerings, as he does on
the Sabbath-day; then shall he go out, and shall shut the
doors after he has gone out!” (Ezekiel 46:12) There are lots
of references in the Fathers to prayer facing East (see the
end of this essay for an excerpt from St John of Damascus
concerning this.) It has been a uniform part of our tradition
since BEFORE Apostolic times.

Here is what Saint John of Damascus says,

It is not without reason or by chance that we worship
towards the East. But seeing that we are composed of a
visible and an invisible nature, that is to say, of a nature
partly of spirit and partly of sense, we render also a
twofold worship to the Creator; just as we sing both with
our spirit and our bodily lips, and are baptized with both
water and Spirit, and are united with the Lord in a twofold
manner, being sharers in the Mysteries and in the grace of
the Spirit.

Since, therefore, God is spiritual light, and Christ is called
in the Scriptures Sun of Righteousness and Dayspring, the
East is the direction that must be assigned to His worship.
For everything good must be assigned to Him from Whom
every good thing arises. Indeed the divine David also says,
Sing unto God, ye kingdoms of the earth: O sing praises
unto the Lord: to Him that rideth upon the Heavens of
heavens towards the East. Moreover the Scripture also
says, And God planted a garden eastward in Eden; and
there He put the man whom He had formed: and when
he had transgressed His command He expelled him and
made him to dwell over against the delights of Paradise,
which clearly is the West.

So, then, we worship God seeking and striving after our
old fatherland.

Moreover the tent of Moses had its veil and mercy seat
towards the East.

ST. MARY'S MALANKARA ORTHODOX CHURCH, HOUSTON

Also the tribe of Judah as the most precious pitched
their camp on the East.

Also in the celebrated temple of Solomon, the Gate of
the Lord was placed eastward.

Moreover Christ, when He hung on the Cross, had His
face turned towards the West, and so we worship,
striving after Him.

And when He was received again into Heaven He was
borne towards the East, and thus His apostles worship
Him, and thus He will come again in the way in which
they beheld Him going towards Heaven; as the Lord
Himself said, As the lightning cometh out of the East and
shineth even unto the West, so also shall the coming of
the Son of Man be.

So, then, in expectation of His coming we worship
towards the East. But this tradition of the apostles is
unwritten. For much that has been handed down to us
by tradition is unwritten.
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Theotonos

Intercession of St Mary has the
history of Christianity. In early
church right after Jesus, St Mary
was given a prime and supreme
Shiji Mathen position. Yes She was given the
utmost importance in Orthodox
churches because She is Theotokos.
What does the word Theotokos mean? Theotokos is the
Greek title of Mary means God Bearer. We see the power of
Holy Spirit for the first time in Mary’s womb. Born and raised
as an ordinary girl and became the mother of God. God
choses Mary as his mother.So the Orthodox church honors
and glorifies the Mother of God on account of her son.

Our church remembers the life of Theotokos with several
feast days.
The liturgical year begins and ends with feast days of
Theotokos.

1. The nativity of THeotokos is celebrated on Sept 8
. The presentation of Theotokos into the temple is on Nov 21
. The annunciation of Theotokos is celebrated on March 25

. TheDormition of the Theotokos is celebrated on Aug 15
of these annunciation and Dormition are the most festal.

Calling Mary the Theotokos or the mother of God was never
meant to suggest that Mary was coeternal with God.The
church acknowledges the mystery in the words of the ancient
hymn! He, whom the entire universe would not contained
with your womb, O Theotokos”

Now let's ponder on four crucial aspects of St Mary’s
personality which made her more dignified any other human.




St Mary the supreme example of humility and
submissiveness. St Luke 1:38 “| am the Lord’s servant
, Mary answered, may it be to me as you have said”
When Angel Gabriel told Mary that she will give birth to
a son, as any normal human being she was astonished
and asked ” how will this be” but she didn’t argue or
didn't get panicked. Instead she submitted herself to
the will of God. She knew the consequences of being
pregnant and giving birth without getting married. She
knew that she will be humiliated in society but she was
not afraid. She had the courage to face challenges.
This is what we should learn from Mother Mary. We
have to be fully submissive to God's will. We should
surrender our children, our family and ourselves to
God. When we are submissive to God’s will, we are
going to face lot of challenges in our lives. No matter
what the circumstance is, how impossible you feel it
may be, God will see you through. When troubles and
tribulations come release all your fear, doubt and and
anxiety. Remember that God will see you through.
The Almighty will give all you need of peace, strength,
patience and courage.

St Mary- The slogan of care for the needy.

St Luke 1:39-56 Mary'’s visit to Elizabeth. When Mary
found out that her cousin Elizabeth is carrying at her
old age she wanted to go and help Elizabeth.Mary was
taking the initiative to walk a long long way to meet her
relative who is in need. Despite her physical limitations
and weakness she wanted to serve others. That passion
took care who are in need. That's the beauty of the
mind of St Mary. Mother Mary is always near to who are
in need.

Let's examine ourselves. How often are we stretching
our hands towards the needy? We all are so eager to
pamper and take care of our children. But how eager are
we in taking care of our parents? Also there are so many
among us going through various kind of struggles. Let’s
be there for them in prayers and support them in every
way we can.

St Mary- the Zenith of intercession

St John 2:3-11 Jesus turns water into wine

When the wine was finished at the wedding feast in
Cana, Jesus’s mother said to him” they have no more
wine” Jesus replied” why do you involve me? My time
has not yet to come.” But his mother told the servants”
to do what he tells you to do”

This first of his miraculous sign he performed at Cana
was per the request of his mother. The son was glorified
by His mother.We see a mother who is pleading her
son for the needy. That's the intercession. When we
are fearful and desperate in our lives, when we find
no solutions to our problems we should call upon our
mother to pray for us to the Saviour Jesus Christ. At
the wedding feast when there was a problem, instead
of dictating what to do Mary let Jesus take control of
the situation. As you turn to God for guidance divine
wisdom will fill you with supreme assurance. When you
turn your body, life and affairs over to God's control you
are then a free channel for the expression of healing,
joy and success. You are turning yourself over to the
higher thoughts and higher ways to God and to the
presence and power of God’s love that is with you
always.

. Officiating the mother of infant church

St John 19:2 “ and to the disciple he said, here is your
mother” From that time on this disciple took her into
his home. We all know when and where it happened.
Near the cross When Jesus saw his mother and the
disciple he loved standing by, He said “ woman, here is
your son and to the disciple, here is your mother” and
at that point Mother Mary became the mother of the
mankind.

We all know how much a mother prays for her children
everyday. So Mother Mary , the mother of all mankind
constantly interceds for us to her son. So when we are
in distress lets seek our mother’s intercession and be
submissive to God’s will.

See God in control of every cell and atom of our being.
Let go and let God be in control.
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I would like to pen down a few words regarding the formation
of St. Mary’s Malankara Orthodox Church Houston.

As an answer to our continuous prayers, dedication, hard
work and unity, we are now blessed with our own church by
the Grace of God Almighty.

Every member, young and old alike of St. Mary’s Church is
proud of this achievement and | believe, it is good to have

© alookinto our past - the path of struggles and dilemmas to
reach this miraculous milestone.

Not far behind we see the memories of St. Stephen’s
Church from where this journey began, which was a result
of several discussions and unfulfilled requests. In 2010, a
group of 22 families decided to stand alone as a separate
body and formed the St. Mary’s Prayer Group. Not only did
we not get any support, but everyone tried to suppress this
new endeavor with negative feedback. The propaganda
disseminated around saying that this prayer group will not
be accepted by Malankara Sabha and that we will not be
granted a priest or a place to worship etc.,

Thomas Varughese
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Due to the faith and perseverance of the new group,
we were able to find a community hall to gather and
pray on Sundays. Our offertory collection was less
than $50 per week, which was not enough to meet
the rent. However, we felt valued and liberated.

Within weeks, the intensity of outside rumors
started to feed into our small prayer group. There
was confusion and lack of confidence within our
members. Without participating in a Holy Qurbana
for weeks, members were upset and the leaders
were the focus of the blame.

Immense pressure from outside and inside rose,
to return to St. Stephen’s Church and we lost
few members. This concerned our group and we
approached the Aramana to consult with our
Diocesan Metropolitan H. G. Alexios Mar Eusebius.
His guidance and advice provided us with the
much needed support to boost the morale of the
members.

We also explained our situation to H. H. Marthoma
Paulose I, Catholicose of the East and the Holy
Synod. Finally, H.G. Eusebius assigned Rev. Fr. John
Geevarghese to guide our group and assess the
need of a new church.

After several weeks of comprehensive evaluation,
our Diocesan Metropolitan decided that a fourth
church was needed in Houston. Finally, H. G.
Eusebius issued a Kalpana establishing the fourth
Orthodox Church in Houston in the name of Saint
Mary, and the first Holy Qurbana was celebrated by
Rev.Fr. John Geevarghese on 26th September 2010.

Rev. Fr. John Geevarghese as Vicar and founder, we
rented a Seventh Day Adventist Church to celebrate
Holy Qurbana and coordinate Sunday School for
our children.

After witnessing the growth and unity of the parish,
H. G. Eusebius decided to provide a helping hand
for our Senior achen. In January 2011, he appointed
Rev. Fr. Joshua (Binoy) George as the new Vicar. He
was the youngest achen of our Diocese at the time
and St. Mary’s Houston was his first parish after
receiving his priesthood. Fr. John Geevarghese
and Joshua achen was the much needed positive
influence that supported us on our journey to move
forward.

Initially Joshua achen used to drive from Dallas
every weekend to conduct prayer meetings and
Holy Qurbana. His leadership helped to create a
strong foundation for all spiritual organizations
including OCIA, MGOCSM, OCYM, MMVS, Sunday
School and Choir.

Due to the unavailability of the Seventh Day Church during
weekdays our prayer and meetings were limited to once a week
and with the growing congregation, we moved to another rented
facility - Triumph Church on West Airport Road. We had full access
to the building at all times and we were able to renovate the space
to our traditional Orthodox Church setting.

As the parish grew numerically and spiritually, our own church
became a dream for us. With Joshua achen and John achen’s
leadership, we conducted two successful program by Houston
SaRiGaMa fundraisers contributing towards that dream.

In 2013, the West Airport facility became unavailable for lease
and we had to find another worship place. After several weeks of
hardship, we rented the Malayalee Association Building in Stafford.
This dilemma gave us more reason to attain our dream goal.

After several negotiation and rezoning efforts, first step towards
our dream became a reality in 2013. We bought three acres of land
on Watts Plantation Road in Missouri City to build a church. In the
midst of planning and development of the church construction,
Joshua achen was transferred to Dallas in July 2014.

Joshua achen played a vital role in building the foundation of St.
Mary’s Church congregation.

During this crucial stage of St. Mary’s Church, H. G. Eusebius.
appointed Rev. Fr. P. M. Cheriyan who served as Vicar of St.
Gregorios Church, Houston for almost 19 years as our new vicar.
Even though the change was tough on achen, he created a strong
bond with the congregation, and with the help of Committee
members worked towards our dream church construction
project. With achen’s motivation, and support of the members we
conducted two successful fundraising programs to facilitate our
church construction.

As time passed and while we waited for the planning and approval
stages of the church construction, the small 22 family group
transformed to a parish with more than 65 families. A new bigger
church became a necessity, but the church construction was
derailed due to many reasons.

With increasing membership, a bigger facility became necessary
and we decided to look for a new church building. With God's grace,
blessings of St. Mary and the relentless prayers of its members, we
were able to purchase a six-acre property with two buildings of
7,500 square feet each.

Strong faith, unity, perseverance and hard work of our parish are
the foundation of St. Mary’s Orthodox Church and the main reason
behind this achievement. | would like to thank everyone who
joined hands and helped us one way or another during this seven
year journey that has helped us reach this miraculous milestone.

| would like to quote - Mathew 19:26 - “With God All Things Are
Possible”



| am a piece of paper

A blank, white canvas

The treasure of a creator

A story, of years and years of practice

Sharon Benny

| can be thrown like a dart
o Aimed straight for the heart
e The saving last resort

Or the reason to be cut short

My skin is inked in words one day

Splattered with color the next

Full of hate; | can be ripped and torn

Or carrying a blessing; | can be loved and adorn

& Lying on a long, cold table, | look up to see,

Well dressed, corporate faces looking down at me
They analyze my stats and talk about my info

’ Find a flaw; make a new one, into the trash | go

e

Miles away... messy, peanut butter hands find me
In hopes to make her smile,

_,
‘/!:-
1y

-
S

S e with the masterpiece, that was me » 9
w You ever so carefully thought it out ;
#:: And gifted me so proudly, without a single doubt !

ke

Made with a plethora of smaller pieces
X With more than a decade of creases
Secrets | can hold deep within my folds
Some of which that will never be told

-

| look up to see a smile

To see laughter and surprises

However, | also catch tears of trial

Tears that blur away disappointments and sadness

e | cherish every joy of a word spelled right
: And a hundred written at the top of a test
a 2 \ To their last words, with a shaky hand, they’ll write
b To give away the joys of all they’ll leave behind,
when they're finally put to rest.
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BEST COMPLIMENTS FROM

REV. FR. JOHN GEEVARGHESE




Abel K Cherian

Lord above, You say if you ask,then you shall receiv
And from this day forward,that is what I'll believe
I know you are a God of truth,that cannot lie,
So, I'm believing in you, until the day | die.
You say that if you seek,that ye shall find,

So that | will do, for the rest of my time.
| will be turning to you each and every day,

I'm going to be still and listen,to what you might say.
You say that if you knock, the door will be open,

I'm out here knocking, please answer...that’s what I'm hoping
At this time of my life,| do not know what else to do,

| have nowhere to turn,so I'm turning to you.

It says | can do all things through Christ,who strengthens me,
And | will ask you and seek you and knock so you'll see.

| donot know whatelse to do Lord, except give you my today,

And | hope that You listen to what | must pray.

Lord above,thank you for hearing my prayers,

And considering my requests for these burdens | bear.
Help me to wait with patience for the answers from you,
You're my hope and my guidance in what | will do.

Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and
The door will be opened to you. MATTHEW 7: 7,8
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HILIPS FINANCIAL ¢

Services provided:

College funding
Investments

Retirement planning for individuals
Retirement planning for businesses

“Let us help you be prepared for life's challenges”

TODY PHILPS

Phone: 832.768.2547
Fax: 713.782.5149
Email: tphilips@financialguide.com

Life insurance

Home insurance

Auto insurance
Commercial insurance
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Building Committee Co Ordinator

E K Varghese
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George Thekedath
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T.A. GEORGE (ANIYANKUNJ),
Thekedath, Puthencavu
(Chengannur & Mumbai)

George Thekedath (Reji) & Family
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The St. James Orthodox Mission Ch_urc of Dallas
13154 COIT Road, Suite 104, Dallas, Texas 75240




B Our Vicar Rev. Fr. PM. Cheriyan and Family
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S ORTHDOX CHURCH

13133 OLD RICHMOND RD,

HOUSTON, TX 77099

ST. STEPHEN
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Ninan Veettinal and family
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George Varghese and Rachel George
St.Mary's Orthodox Church Karakkad SeenaiKunnue
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Binoy M. Philip
and Family






rch 14, 2017. Thirumeni presented us with a gift and was pleased with our property
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AAA

HEAT &COOL

5419 Pointed Leaf Drive
Missouri City, TX 77459

Samuel Varghese
2817702235
AAAHeatCool@yahoo.com
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NINAN CHACKO AND FAMILY
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Rinil Geo Varghese
and
Blessy Rinil
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Eapen Panicker & Family
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Saji Varghese, Susan Saji, Jisna Saji, Jobin Saji , Jasmin Saji
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Nithin Thomas and family
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Realtor (Residential/Commercial) PROMET REALTY
Direct: 281-796-7400 | Office: 832-735-5555 Have question?
Fax:832-201-0515 I am here to help

find answers and

provide insight
If you are relocating, buying or selling a home, | am here to help you find the best deal.. into the local area

Avoid feeling overwhelmed & use my 14 years experience in Real Estate.

I'm nefjm'fa Realtor, but I'm also your nefg%ﬂrf

Email: shib907@gmail.com
www.promptrealtyandmortgage.com
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920 FM 1092 (Murphy Rd.) #A/205, Stafford, Texas 77477
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SOLUTIONS £S5 tnumr
5201 Highway & South, Ste, 700 Missourl City, TK 77459 { Across from Riverstone & LA Fltness) \/\/\‘J

(832) 539-6448

+ Eye Exams for Adults & Children = Lasik Consultation

Dr. Jimmy Joseph

- Diabetic Eye Examination * Glaucoma Evaluation & Treatment
+ Glasses & Contact Lenses = Digital Retinal Exam
+ Cataract Evaluation = Urgent Care or Ocular Emergencies

Saturday Appointments Available
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ANAMORTRVAVIELES

435 FM 1092 Ste U-1, Stafford, TX 77477

- ! ¢ H
Seyefyc ol Office: 281.261.3000
www.alamotravels.com  E-mail:alamotravels07@yahoo.com _
| ‘ s BABU CHACKO
25 Years Experience in Travel Industry Ph:713.557.8271
QATAR 4 & Lufthansa , .1.'.'?:;.‘”.. g AIRLINES Alcarnival airrrANCE # Special Package for
JET AIRWAYS ETEIAG. mHNRs P KR *l-:"‘f,.“..- A DELTA _ K“'akam

TOUR PACKAGES ARE AVAILABLE FOR
HOLYLAND, EUROPE, CHINA, ALASKA, GUADALUPE AND INDIA

TASTE THE DIFFERENCE

ettinad Q :)
!r!dlan Cuisine c‘ﬁ -

2127 HWY 90A, MISSOURI CITY, TX 77489
Tel : (281) 499-4680, (281) 433-9815
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g - - BUSINESS HOURS
i. ’ — Wednesday to Monday

- ] ..  11.30 AMI - 32.00 PM
S e 4.30 PM — 5.00 PM /
; | BUSINESS LUNCH BUFFET $ 7.90 -
- WEDNESDAY 1o SATURDAY » -
o & & MONDAY
ﬁ SUNDAY BUFFET S 10.99 o
- DINNING & TAKEDUT
TUESDAY cr.aseu a
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NEXT EVENT

Sujit Chacko and Susan V Oommen












St. Marys Malankara Othodox Church Houston
/st %@ Owibana %ﬁa&af
O
by

Rev. Fr. John Geevarghese

on September 26th 2010
along with Reuv. Fr. K.Y. Wilson and
Rev. Fr. M.T. Thomas.




2010 Photos
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ST. MARY'S MALANKARA ORTHODOX CHURCH, HOUSTON CONSECRATION SOUVENIR




r - 3 A /
-::/ Séit -"{T-f.r.-:j)s'ff,-'h'(}'.'ﬂ.'l Jean
L

Arun Mathew and Family
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INDIA CAFE

‘Open Tuesday - Sunday
11:30am to 9:00pm

- BANQUET HALL '
FOR UP TO 300 GUESTS LUNCH BUFFET
— EVERY SUNDAYS FROM 11.30TO 3PM

CALLONOW Graduathon « Birthday » Hely Communion « Baptism Wedding
H 0 BOGK YOLUR | Anniversary » Rehearsal Dinner « Bridal Shower « Ete. Private Dine in & carry out Authentic and Fresh Kerala and North Indian Dishes
NEXT SPRLIAL EVENT! Dining for all Group Sizes Catering for all special occasions and party trays available.
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Sojan Je

Johnson Qommen
and family






Renjith George and family

Cherian Koruthu
Mortgage Loan Officer

Home Loan NMLS ID: 1417343

Made easy!
Cell: 832-382-0374
Email: ckoruthu@gmail.com

MORTGAGE LOANS

NEW HOMES - REFINANCE - HOME EQUITY
Notary Public

Able Mortgage
NMLS ID: 264912
13401 S.W.Freeway #201, Sugar land, TX 77478

Mithun Raju
and
Susan Mithun
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ST. MARY'S MALANKARA ORTHODOX CHURCH, HOUSTON CONSECRATION SOUVENIR
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ST. MARY'S MALANKARA ORTHODOX CHURCH, HOUSTON CONSECRATION SOUVENIR
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CONSECRATION SOUVENIR

ST. MARY'S MALANKARA ORTHODOX CHURCH, HOUSTON









GEORGE A. THEKEDATH
Secretary - 2017

T Gud LBe the Glry for the Gieat Things Fe FHas Denc...

Our long cherished dream of having a place of our own to worship is now fulfilled. By
the fervent prayers of our parishioners and the divine intercession of St. Mary, we were
led by the Glory of God and were able to build a beautiful Church.

With immense joy and profound gratitude to God Almighty, | praise Him for his abun-
dant grace and infinite mercy on our parishioners since its inception seven years ago

to the present day.

It was a challenge for us as a small community with limited resources to build a church.
The years in between were marked by struggles and uncertainties. At times, the problems
were overwhelming, but as | look back now | can see how God has carried us through
and brought us so far ahead greater than our expectations.

Our Diocesan Metropolitan, H. G. Alexios Mar Eusebius recognized our need to have
our own parish and issued a Kalpana supporting the formation of St. Mary’s Malanka-
ra Orthodox Church in Houston. His Grace will be in our hearts forever for his contin-
ued support, spiritual guidance, leadership and for consecrating our new parish. We are
grateful to Rev. Fr. John Geevarghese, our founder Achen also called as Valiyachen, who
was initially appointed to form and organize our church. We thank him for his ongoing
guidance and support. We are also grateful to Rev. Fr. Joshua (Binoy) George, who was
our first Vicar from Jan 2011 to June 2014 and later by Rev. Fr. P. M. Cheriyan from July
2014 onwards till-date.

I am truly delighted and feel blessed to be a part of the dedicated team with Vicar P. M.
Cheriyan, Mr. Joseph Cherian as the Trustee and Mr. E. K. Varughese as the Building Com-
mittee coordinator that could work together relentlessly to establish the first Orthodox
Church in Houston in the name of St. Mary, mother of God.

May the name of our God Almighty be glorified through our
Church and the intercession of St. Mary, mother of God be a bless-
ing to all generations to come.

| pray and hope that we continue to grow as a church and be
ways grateful to God Almighty for this great blessing

ST. MARY'S MALANKARA ORTHODOX CHURCH, HOUSTON CONSECRATION SOUVENIR
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
&
TRUSTEE BOARD MEMBERS
OF
MALAYALEE ASSOCIATION OF
GREATER HOUSTON
(MAGH)

Q% gratitude for allowing us to rent the facility and
allowing us to use the facility 24x7 as a complete worship place
for the last four years and for all the support extended to St.
Mary’s Malankara Orthodox Church, Houston




