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M e s s a g e
The Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church

CATHOLICATE OF THE EAST

BASELIOS MARTHOMA PAULOSE II
Catholicos of The Apostolic Throne of St. Thomas and 
                               Malankara Metropolitan

Website: www.mosc.in 
E-mail: catholicos@mosc.in 

Tel : 0481-2574323,2578500
Fax: 0481-2570569

CATHOLICATE PALACE, KOTTAYAM-686 038, KERALA, INDIA

We are immensely happy in knowing about the completion of the new church building for our St. Mary’s Malankara 
Orthodox Church, Houston, Texas. We lift up our heart with praise and glory to the Almighty Lord for His Divine Providence. 

Heaven meets the earth during our church worship, especially during Holy Qurbana. According to Paul the Apostle, we 
ourselves become the Church and the building blocks of it in Christ our Lord and Saviour. As each block is linked to other 
to form a house, the members of the Church should be cemented with love in Christ to build the Spiritual House of Lord. 
We exhort all of you to be filled with its Divine Love and prayerful co-operation among the members. These form the
foundation to a spiritually strong parish.

On this solemn occasion of the consecration of your parish building, we remind all of you to develop our spirituality, deep 
rooted in the faith and traditions of our Church. This is indeed an opportunity for a re-dedication of the whole parish and 
in that land for laying the strong foundation for a Church centered spirituality. Our new generation should be trained in 
the tradition and faith of our Church. Always remember that we have to be the torch bearers of our great faith in that area 
and your true Christian witness should become a perfect model for meaningful Christian life. 

We appreciate all those who are associated with both the construction of the church building and the souvenir which is 
being published to commemorate this great event in the history of that parish. Our sincere greetings and best wishes for 
this noble endeavour. 

God bless you,

Baselios Marthoma Paulose II



Blessings to our dear Reverend Father P. M. Cheriyan, and the faithful of Saint Mary’s Orthodox Church of Houston, Texas! 

Dearly beloved,

We offer thanksgiving to God, and share our great joy at the publication of a souvenir in connection with the consecration 
of your new church. We wish to commend the prayerful leadership of the Vicar, the Reverend Father P. M. Cheriyan, and 
the sincere dedication of the parishioners in making this dream come true. Father Cheriyan is a dear son of the Holy 
Church, and has always excelled in the sacred tasks the Church has entrusted to him.

It is important to remember that the purchase of a new church building, and consecrating it as a dwelling place of God, 
speaks of your own pursuit of a life in holiness. As the Holy Chrism is imprinted onto the walls of the Church, the Holy Spirit 
also is invoked upon the people, as they are called to become living Temples of the Holy Spirit.

May the consecration of this Church, invite members of the local community to this same path of holiness. Under the 
leadership of the Vicar, we encourage you to become active in the local community, and spread this precious faith we hold 
so fear. May this newly consecrated Temple become a beacon of light, hope, and salvation for the good people of Sugar 
Land, Texas.

Yours in our Lord,

Zachariah Nicholovos, Metropolitan
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Zachariah Mar Nicholovos, 
Diocesan Metropolitan

The Northeast American Diocese
of the Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church

2158 ROUTE 106 • MUTTONTOWN • NEW YORK 11791

Telephone (718) 470 9844 • Fax (718) 470 9219
www.neamericandiocese.org 

•  NortheastAmericanDiocese@gmail.com



Alexios Mar Eusebius Metropolitan

Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church
Diocese of South - West America

Urshlem
3101 Hopkins Road. Beasley, TX 77417, USA

Office : (281) 403 - 0670
Fax : (281) 459 - 0814

website : www.ds-wa.org
email : mareusebius@ds-wa.org

Blessings to the Vicar Rev. Fr. P.M. Cherian, Rev. Fr. John Geevarghese, Managing Committee, Building Committee, Souvenir 
Committee and all the faithful of St. Mary’s Orthodox Church, Houston,

Dearly Beloved,

It gives us great pleasure to see that the St. Mary’s Orthodox Church, Houston accomplished a long cherished dream 
of having a church facility of our own. I have personally known the struggles and difficulties you have undergone from 
its inception. The Lord has heard your prayers by the intercession of St. Mary as we have achieved this dream by the 
completion and consecration of a beautiful Church. 

I congratulate the Vicar, senior priest Rev. Fr. John Geevarghese, the former Vicar Rev. Fr. Joshua George, the different 
committees and all the faithful, for this achievement. The consecration of a Church in our Orthodox faith is a very elaborate 
and impressive one. St. John in His Gospel reminds us: “Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers 
will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. God is spirit, and his 
worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth” (St. John 4:23-24). Let this remind us that it is the responsibility of the 
members of the parish to always maintain an environment for worship that is in the Holy Spirit and in Truth.

This church building is a result of your unity and hard work. We pray to God Almighty for heavenly blessings upon all who 
have generously contributed towards this project. We extend our warm wishes and blessings on this blessed occasion and 
pray that this commemorative souvenir helps us reflect upon and remember this great milestone in the life of your parish.

May the intercession of St. Mary, the patron saint of the parish, be a stronghold for us all.
Your Shepherd in Christ,

Metropolitan Alexios Mar Eusebius
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Dr. Mathews Mar Severios  Metropolitan
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Diocese of  kandanad west

Prasadam Centre
Kolenchery P. O., 682 311, Ernakulam, Kerala, India

Ph : 0484 - 2760286
Mob :  +91 - 9447213999

Fax : 0484 - 2763025
email : mseverios@gmail.com
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We are very glad to know that the consecration of your newly built church will take place on 21st & 22nd of July 2017. 
We appreciate the dedicated work all of you have offered for this glorious event. Our Malankara Orthodox Church join 
with you all in rejoicing at this memorable occasion. Every newly built church adds one more precious stone on her crown.
Every place of worship dedicated to The Holy Trinity glorifies and illuminate the human effort for manifesting His Holy 
Name. When we start our common prayer in the name of the Holy Trinity we dedicate our whole personality to the glory 
of God. We,the temple of God, worshiping in the Temple of God, the Holy Church in which we are members through our 
Baptism.

As we are consecrated , sealed, set apart and anointed as the temple of God in this world to glorify His name by Baptism 
and Holy Myron our newly built church building will become The Temple of God by consecrating with the Holy Myron. As 
we are built as a spiritual house and holy priesthood to offer spiritual sacrifice in the Temple of God we have to become 
rededicated and reconsecrated everyday as well as on the day of the rededication of our newly built church.

Our challenges in this world to be real witness to Christ is multi faced .This modern world of multimedia, electronic 
developments, orbital explorations and scientific innovations as well as poverty and terrorism force us to meet with their 
challenges. We cannot be indifferent to the emerging new facets of the discoveries and settings of the world in the new 
solar systems. We have to accept them and to address their challenges raised against the Christian faith even. Nothing in 
the created world can be exempted from our Christian mission. A meaningful, active participating and sincere response 
the world expects from us.

Let us hope and pray that our newly consecrated St.Mary’s Orthodox Church of Houston may become a genuine venue 
for all our missionary activities in this world of imperfections to transform it according to the Will of the Holy and Glorious 
Trinity.

Mathews Mar Severios

Blessings to Rev.Fr.P.M Cherian,Vicar, and all members of the St.Mary’s Orthodox Church,Houston.



Fr. Joshua (Binoy) George 
Vicar & President
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Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church

Diocese of South-West America
St. Mary’s Orthodox Church of India, 

Dallas
1080 West Jackson Road - Carrollton, Texas 75006

Glory be to God!

It is with profound joy and heartfelt gratitude to God Almighty that I extend my humble prayers and congratulations to 
the beloved Vicar and parishioners of St. Mary’s Malankara Orthodox Church, Houston on your newly acquired church 
building. Former Indian President, the late Dr. A. P. J. Abdul Kalam said, “Dream is not that which you see while sleeping, it 
is something that does not let you sleep” (Wings of Fire: An Autobiography). By God’s grace and the intercession of patron 
saint, St. Mary, the Holy Mother of God, your dream of having your own, permanent worship facility has now become a 
reality through vigorous commitment, positive enthusiasm and fervent prayers. May the magnificent song of St. Mary 
narrated in St. Luke 1:49 truly become your praise of thanksgiving: “for He who is mighty has done great things for me, 
and holy is His name.”

As a servant of God who served the parish for 3.5 years during its infancy stage, I’ve seen and witnessed the many 
challenges and limitations encountered in the rented, small spaces since the inception of the parish. Nonetheless, I also 
saw much potential, long-term vision, and endless efforts of its members for a fitting, adequate place for worship. There is 
absolutely no doubt that the parish has grown over the years, and it is quite impressive and appreciative that each one of 
you toiled persistently and prayerfully towards fruition. Your generous financial gifts, personal and professional sacrifices, 
innumerable hours of personal time and talent, along with the prayerful support of individuals outside the parish, have 
certainly played an essential role in purchasing, renovating and transforming the building into a temple of God. I truly 
rejoice with you as you celebrate God’s love and faithfulness towards the St. Mary’s Church community during the most 
auspicious occasion of your parish consecration. May the faithful members continue to ascend the ladder of spirituality 
through ceaseless worship, genuine fellowship and unconditional love. Moreover, may the work of the people in this 
newly sanctified church building bring honor and glory to God always! Once again, congratulations on your marvelous 
accomplishment!

Best wishes & prayers,

Father Joshua George (Binoy Achen)
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City of Sugar Land

Joe R. Zimmerman Mayor

Office of the Mayor

2700 Town Center Blvd. North .  P.O. Box 110. Sugar Land, TX 77487 -0220 . 281-275-2710 . Fax 281-275-2721

On behalf of the City of Sugar Land, please offer my warmest regards to those celebrating the new parish of St. Mary’s 
Malankara Orthodox Church on July 21-22, 2017. It is an exciting event for the Christian ministry and I am very proud 
of the citizens organizing this event and I know that a great deal of planning and hard work was required to make this 
celebration successful.

It is people like you that make the Sugar Land area a great community for its citizens. Please accept my best wishes for 
continued success in the future.

Very truly yours,

Joe R. Zimmerman 
Mayor

St. Mary’s Malankara Orthodox Church
9915 Belknap Road

Sugar Land, Texas 77498
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Pete Olson
Congressman

Sugar Land Office, 1650 Highway 6
Suite 150, Sugar Land, TX 77478

To  the congregation of St. Mary’s Malankara Orthodox Church,

I want to extend my sincerest congratulations for the consecration of your newest church here in Sugar Land. Your 
growth as a congregation points to a thriving community, even in the midst of changing locations. It is an honor to live in 
a country where families and friends come together to celebrate their love for God and for each other. I commend all of 
the parishioners of St. Mary’s Malankara Orthodox Church and welcome everyone to Sugar Land.

Thank you for your gracious invitation to relay my thoughts, and congratulations once again on your new home.

Respectfully

Congressman Pete Olson”

Congress of the United States
House of Representatives

Washington, DC 20515
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Pinarayi Vijayan
Chief Minister

Tel : (0471) 2333812 & 2333682 Fax : (0471) 
2333489 email : chiefminister@kerala.gov.in

website : www.keralacm.gov.in

Government of Kerala

Secretariat
Thiruvananthapuram - 695 001
No. 814/Press/CMO/17.

I am happy to learn that the St. Mary’s Malankara Orthodox Church, Houston is bringing out a Souvenir in connection 
with the Holy Consecration Ceremony of the Church.

I extend my good wishes to the souvenir and all those who are associated with this.

Pinarayi Vijayan

St.Mary’s Malankara Orthodox Church 
Houston, 
9915 Belknap Rd, Sugar Land, TX 77478
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H. G. Dr. Thomas Mar Athanasius 
Metropolitan
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Our Vicar Rev. Fr. P.M. Cheriyan and Family
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Our Thirumeni H. G. ALEXIOS MAR EUSEBIUS, Metropolitan, Diocese of South-West America made his first visit to 
our property on March 14, 2017. Thirumeni presented us with a gift and was pleased with our property
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on September 26th 2010 
along with Rev. Fr. K.Y. Wilson and 

Rev. Fr. M.T. Thomas.

St. Marys Malankara Othodox Church Houston 

1st Holy Qurbana Celebrated
by 

 Rev. Fr. John Geevarghese 
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2010 Photos
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2012 Photos
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2013 Photos
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2014  Photos
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2014  Photos
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M.G.Sreekumar 
               Show &  
     2016 Photos   
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To God Be the Glory for the Great Things He Has Done…

Our long cherished dream of having a place of our own to worship is now fulfilled.  By 
the fervent prayers of our parishioners and the divine intercession of St. Mary, we were 
led by the Glory of God and were able to build a beautiful Church.

With immense joy and profound gratitude to God Almighty, I praise Him for his abun-
dant grace and infinite mercy on our parishioners since its inception seven years ago 
to the present day.

GEORGE A. THEKEDATH
Secretary - 2017
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It was a challenge for us as a small community with limited resources to build a church. 
The years in between were marked by struggles and uncertainties. At times, the problems 
were overwhelming, but as I look back now I can see how God has carried us through 
and brought us so far ahead greater than our expectations. 

Our Diocesan Metropolitan, H. G. Alexios Mar Eusebius recognized our need to have 
our own parish and issued a Kalpana supporting the formation of St. Mary’s Malanka-
ra Orthodox Church in Houston. His Grace will be in our hearts forever for his contin-
ued support, spiritual guidance, leadership and for consecrating our new parish. We are 
grateful to Rev. Fr. John Geevarghese, our founder Achen also called as Valiyachen, who 
was initially appointed to form and organize our church. We thank him for his ongoing 
guidance and support. We are also grateful to Rev. Fr. Joshua (Binoy) George, who was 
our first Vicar from Jan 2011 to June 2014 and later by Rev. Fr. P. M. Cheriyan from July 
2014 onwards till-date.
I am truly delighted and feel blessed to be a part of the dedicated team with Vicar P. M. 
Cheriyan, Mr. Joseph Cherian as the Trustee and Mr. E. K. Varughese as the Building Com-
mittee coordinator that could work together relentlessly to establish the first Orthodox 
Church in Houston in the name of St. Mary, mother of God. 

May the name of our God Almighty be glorified through our 
Church and the intercession of St. Mary, mother of God be a bless-
ing to all generations to come. 
I pray and hope that we continue to grow as a church and be al-
ways grateful to God Almighty for this great blessing.

St. Mary’s Malankara Orthodox Church, HOUSTON



BOARD OF DIRECTORS
& 

TRUSTEE BOARD MEMBERS
OF

MALAYALEE ASSOCIATION OF 
GREATER HOUSTON

(MAGH) 

	 In gratitude for allowing us to rent the facility and 
allowing us to use the facility 24x7 as a complete worship place 
for the last four years and for all the support extended to St. 
Mary’s Malankara Orthodox Church, Houston


